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Contributions 

Information to be included in ―Smoke Signals‖ must be 
submitted to the Editor by the second week in the month 
preceding publication. Information must be it writing, and in MS-
WORD or RTF format. You can hand the information to the 
Editor at  the club meetings or via email (preferred method) to  

smokesignalseditor@fsparker.com.au. 

No information can be taken via telephone. 

Editor Leonie Parker VK2LCP 

Assistant. Editor Bruce Holland VK2ZAD 

VK2RTG (site: KARIONG, 150 Metres ASL) 

ATV   

Vision Carrier In 1250 MHz Out 444.250  MHz 

Sound Carrier In 6.8 MHz +/- 75 KHz Out 449.75 MHz 

  Polarity Horizontal 

Multimode 439.300/434.300 MHz Duplex, 

Repeaters  VK2RAG (Site: Somersby. 300 Metres ASL) 

VHF (time out 3 Min) 146.725 Mhz 

UHF (time out 3 Min) 438.075 Mhz-123Hz tone 

IRLP  6060 

Morse Practice 439.725 Mhz 

Packet CCOAST 44.136.16.14 

1200 bps 439.150/434.150 Mhz Duplex 

APRS 145.175Mhz 

Non Linked UHF voice 439.950 (under construction) 
  

VK2AFY (site: KARIONG) 

APRS 145.175 MHz 

Senior Members   

Bill Aulsebrook VK2SUB Fred Parker VK2FSP 

Paul Clutter VK2SPC Leonie Parker VK2LCP 

Humphrey Cowled    VK2FUN Ray Richards VK2BRR 

Ed Dyring  VK2ED Gordon Saxby  

Dot Crutcher      XYL-VK2ZCZ Dot Skinner   XYL-VK2ARI 

Bruce Holland V2ZAD Ivan Skinner VK2ARI 

Len McNab VK2ABD Alan Swan VK2DAS 

Dick Maitland VK2BBK Tom Walker VK2NAU 

Kevin Outlen VK2ANT Evan Weaber VK2AJV 

 

Honorary Members  

Tom Burt VK2TB Greg James VK2GRJ 

KenKirkby VK2XAL Peter Mudie VK2XZP 

 

Life Members  

George Collie VK2ZDC Ray Tooby VK2HAY 

Ross Mudie VK2ZRQ Col Hodgson VK2ZCO 

Don Crutcher VK2ZCZ Bob Ridgley VK2ZAR 

Victor Barker VK2BTV Leon Brett VK2BLV 

Sub Committee Chairpersons 

Amateur Television Victor VK2BTV 

Callbacks Fred VK2FSP 

Constitution John VK2DBC 

Deceased Estate Bruce VK2ZAD 

Education Chris VK2LOB 

Field Day Col VK2ZCO 

Lecture Fred Vk2FSP 

Library Victor VK2BTV 

Membership Fred VK2FSP 

Project & Development Bruce VK2ZAD 

Property Ray VK2HAY 

Publicity Ray VK2HAY 

Repeater Don VK2ZCZ 

Smoke Signals Leonie VK2LCP 

Social Ray VK2HAY 

Station Officer Bob VK2ZAR 

WICEN Liaison Bob VK2ZAR 

Webmaster Greg VK2NGE 

Committee 

Bruce VK2ZAD John VK2DBC 

Don VK2ZCZ Leon VK2BLV 

Fred VK2FSP Rod VK2DOT 

Geoff VK2ZC Sam VK2ZZ 
  Victor VK2BTV 

Management Committee    2008—2009   

Executive 

President Col VK2ZCO 4324 5576 

colhodg@comcen.com.au  

Vice President Bob VK2ZAR 4392 7153 

Secretary    

 

Treasurer Ray VK2HAY 4325 2182 

rtooby@bigpond.com 

Central Coast Amateur Radio Club is affiliated with 
the Wireless Institute of Australia and  

Amateur Radio NSW.  

 

Membership Application 

Ian Lewis Tulley  -  VK2HK     (formally VK2IPT) 

Application for membership has been accepted by the 
committee and is now to be presented to the club for 
final acceptance at the next Business Meeting in May. 

Copyright 

This publication is NOT subject to copyright, except where ex-
pressly noted, but acknowledgment of articles reproduced 
would be appreciated. 

Disclaimer 

Opinions expressed in Smoke Signals are those of the 
contributors and do not necessarily coincide with those of 
the .Executive, Committee or the general membership. 
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  President’s Report 
 
This month marks the end of the Club's financial 
year and also the close approach of our AGM. 
Consequently I would like to remind all chair 
persons of our various sub-committees their annual 
reports are almost due and request the submission 
of all accounts to our Treasurer so our books can 
be finalised and audited. 
  

This is also the time we need to consider who to 
nominate for our new office bearers for 2009 - 
2010. 
 

Nomination forms will be available at the next 
business meeting, one essential item at this 
meeting will be setting the date for our AGM. 
  

Please consider your responsibility to the Club and 
make all endeavours to be present at the AGM. 
  

Cheers for now, 
Col 
VK2ZCO 

Nuclear Fusion or  
Unclear Fusion?   

In the February issue of ―Radcom‖ (Radio Society 
of Great Britain), an advertisement appeared as 
follows: “Would a person with a 1 kilowatt linear 
amplifier please contact me? I want to use the 
output to test if I could initiate a thermonuclear 
fusion reaction. The experiment is to put a tube of 
hydrogen in the inductor of a tuned circuit and 
excite it with 1 kilowatt of radio energy to ionise the 
hydrogen to see if it will start a fusion reaction. If it 
does, the tuned circuit may be able to maintain 
oscillation. This is intended to be a new source of 
power. The experiment may be dangerous as one 
may not be able to stop or control the reaction. 
There is a danger from radiation or explosion if the 
power runs away.” 

Anyone feel like giving this advertiser a helping 
hand? 

We assume that he is aware that the amplifier does 
not generate its own RF, but only amplifies that 
which is fed into it. So what frequency would be 
suitable –maybe the natural resonant frequency of 
hydrogen which is about 1420 MHz (20 centimetres 
wavelength)? 

Well we suggest that he swat up on his nuclear 
physics as there are several reasons why the 
experiment will not work. Scientists around the 
world in dozens of labs have been trying to create 
low temperature fusion without success. The 
temperature necessary for fusion is so high that the 
heat generated would be nowhere near enough for 
the value needed. Also the small amount of 
hydrogen would not be enough to cause problems. 
The experiment may end up with a small amount of 
hot water if the hydrogen combines with oxygen. 

Speaking of nuclear fusion, not to be confused with 
fission (nuclear bombs), the sun is generating its 
massive heat and energy by converting 4 million 
tons of hydrogen into helium every second. The 
estimated temperature of the sun‘s centre is about 
15 million degrees C, more than enough to 
generate nuclear fusion. With the surface 
temperature about 6000 degrees C, there is enough 
solar energy (22,000 times more) to power all the 
world.  

And the best part is that it never runs out, it will be 
there millions of years after the last spec of life is 
left on earth. Finally, we wish the advertiser good 
luck if he ever does the experiment. 

Editor’s Note: The Sun has a lifetime about 10 thousand 
million years. Our solar system is about 5 thousand 
million years old, thus the Sun has about 5 thousand 
million years of life left. Thank you  for the contribution, 
Paul, VK2SPC, looking forward to many more. 

 

 

 

From the Editor 

Articles desperately required.  

Any ideas, suggestions for articles, photos of interest, 
practically anything (that isn‘t copyright) will be 
gratefully received. Please send any articles for 
publication to the Smoke Signals Editor: 

By Email:-  smokesignalseditor@fsparker.com.au.  

W.I.A  News 

WIA Welcomes Fibre-to-the-Home Decision 

The Australian Federal Government today an-
nounced its decision on Australia's National Broad-
band Network. In a surprise move the Government 
is moving ahead with its own full-blown 100Mb/s 
fibre to the home rollout. 
http://www.wia.org.au/newsevents/
news/2009/20090407-2/index.php 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Emergency Frequencies Declared For Italian 

Earthquake. 

The ARRL report that 7045 and 3640 kHz are being 
used as emergency frequencies for the Italian 
earthquake. 
http://www.wia.org.au/newsevents/
news/2009/20090407-1/index.php 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Wireless Institute of Australia -  http://www.wia.org.au 

http://www.wia.org.au/newsevents/news/2009/20090407-2/index.php
http://www.wia.org.au/newsevents/news/2009/20090407-2/index.php
http://www.wia.org.au/newsevents/news/2009/20090407-1/index.php
http://www.wia.org.au/newsevents/news/2009/20090407-1/index.php
http://www.wia.org.au
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When you are ‘Out & About’ 

DON’T FORGET TO PACK THE ‘817! 

For some of you, this article will be ―preaching to the converted―. And 
no doubt some newcomers may be unaware of this great little rig‘s 
existence. And then there are those who already own one but just 
don‘t maximise their use of it.  

I‘m talking about the mighty Yaesu FT-817. This is my favourite rig 
and would be the first to be replaced if the other rigs were lost. OK, they‘re not cheap, so why spend so much 
on a rig that only puts out 5 little watts? Well, there are lots of reasons. For example-  

*  are you an ―F‖ call with those all important power restrictions?  

*  are you living in a home unit and have limited space?  

*  are you wanting to get out and about on foot with your rig in a pack? 

All valid reasons to own one in my opinion but perhaps just simply think about where you can take this baby 
and the ease with which you can do so. For starters, it‘s one of the few multimode rig‘s that can run off its 
own internal batteries. Need more muscle than that? No problem. Just stick a simple Sealed Lead-Acid 
battery in your pack or pocket. If you‘re still not convinced about its transportability then just ask anyone who 
was at the clubhouse on Saturday, April 4. We had the privilege of Jeff‘s presence; an intrepid man who‘d 
solo‘d his way, on foot, from Spencer Gulf, Adelaide to Karumba in the Gulf of Carpentaria, Queensland. 
And, you guessed it, his all important companion was his good ol‘ ‗817 which gave him reliable contact with 
family and friends on the east coast as well as generally QSO‘d hams from all over. (See Note below) 

So now you can picture yourself as ‗man-pack portable‘, out in the sun and fresh air whilst you‘re on that 
regular picnic with the loved one. Hmmm. The Possum, my proof reader, thinks a divorce alert is needed on 
that point! HI HI. Anyway, you‘ve always wanted to build a lightweight and efficient, high gain antenna haven‘t 
you. Yes, that‘s the one that promises to make 5 QRP watts perform, hopefully, like 100. So instead of just 
utilizing brute power that requires all those cumbersome amps, why not try putting some alternative spark into 
your beloved hobby by doing ‗more with less?‘ 

And the rig itself? Well, this ―shack-in-a-rucksack‖ does it all with the usual full spectrum of modes and bands 
that we have come to expect, and does so whilst powered by just a handful of AA‘s if you like. Yeah, it‘s a 
thirsty li‘l sucker but it can be done. That‘s probably the biggest of only a few downsides, with the others 
perhaps being- 

*  Price- can be similar to an economy 100 watt rig.  

*  Very small screen- well it is a small rig after all so that‘s proportional- just ―put ya spec‘s on‖! 

*  The very frequently used ―F‖unction button being a bit of a nuisance to access as it‘s really small, and 
recessed next to the VFO knob. So if your hands resemble those of a grizzly then you‘ll need a long fingernail 
or something like the end of a biro to access this control.  

So, have I got your current flowing with the potential (oh, p-lease) to put some lightweight fun into ham radio? 

Geez, if you still don‘t believe me then check out its average rating on eHam reviews and then log on to the 
‗HF Pack.com‘ website and be blown away by what those guys do with theirs.  

We have five of these little fella‘s that I know of so who else amongst the Kariong Crew has seen the light? 
Come on, join the fun and get those ‗817‘s out of the closet and onto your back or in with the picnic basket.  

By the way, did I mention that it has a great list of those all important CW features too? Surprise, surprise.  

HI HI!  

 73, 
        de Pete             VK2PTR 

 

NOTE: See Next Page: Anyone wishing to know more about Jeff Johnson’s epic adventure entitled “Golf to Gulf” (it’s a 
great yarn) ....the site is ►http://www.jeffswalk.com/gulftogulfthebook.html  - ED. 

http://www.jeffswalk.com/gulftogulfthebook.html
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Gulf to Gulf  - The Long Walk 
(Photo front page:) Jeff Johnson VK4XJJ (right) talking to club members 

on Saturday 4th April 2009 

Jeff had the small audience entranced with his laid back 
presentation. It was short notice, (a phone call a few days 
before mentioned that Jeff was going to be in the 
neighbourhood). Apologies to those who hear about it! 

For those who may not know, Jeff made the journey from Spencer‘s Gulf in South 
Australia to Karumba in Gulf of Carpentaria Queensland WALKING all he way 
carrying all he needed. NO back up vehicles, NO support, except for his trusty Yaesu 
817 

In his book (just published) ―Gulf to Gulf‖ Jeff describes his ‗adventures‘ modestly in a 
down to earth, salty outback style with humour and many photos and illustrations. He began his trek 5 April 
2007 and finished 2 September –152 days in total. His amusing and self deprecating description of setting up 
his antenna with very little experience, and in all manner of locations, from tree covered hills to sandy deserts 
with not a tree in sight, showing his ingenuity.    

 

 

Jeff at start of journey at 

Spencer’s Gulf 

Jeff at journey’s end at 

Karumba 

 

Antenna connected to Yaesu 817 using a rock-

weighted venetian blind cord to hoist up the di-pole 

Antenna between trees 
Antenna in sand hills, no trees 

(Right) Gear laid out before packing . 

How on earth did he manage to fit it all in. 

(Left) Jeff at Birdsville.  

Note the solar panel for charging his bat-

teries hanging on his front. 

(Below left and below middle)  inner tent 

with outer skin as protection from rain and 

sun. Note solar panel soaking up the sun 

Yaesu with battery pack 

NB: The inspiration for Jeff‘s walk was 
in memory of his beloved niece, Nicole, 
and raised money for the Deaf/Blind 
Association. 
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 This rest of this page is left intentionally blank—not because of 
censorship (leave that to others)  BUT due to lack of copy being 

provided. 
 

 The editor thanks those members who rally to the cause— 
 But the numbers are few. 

A few Funnies 
IQ test.  

See if you can figure out what these words have in 
common.  

  1. Banana. 2. Dresser. 3. Grammar. 4. Potato. 5. 
Revive. 6. Uneven. 7. Assess.  

Are you peeking or have you already given up? 
Give it another try.... Look at each word carefully.  

No, it is not that they all have at least 2 double 
letters. 

If you can be strong – keep trying. If not – then the 
answer is below column 2. ) 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

A young fireman was assigned to work on a 
locomotive. ―So, what‘s your name‖ asked the train 
driver. ―Charlie, sir‖ ―I don‘t address my firemen by 
their Christian names, son. Give me your surname.‖ 
―Darling, sir.‖ replied the fireman. Train diver: ―O.K. 
Chucky, start shovelling‖  (de VK2SPC) 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

1.. My husband and I divorced over religious 
differences. He thought he was God and I didn't.  

2.. I don't suffer from insanity; I enjoy every minute 
of it.  

3.. Some people are alive only because it's illegal to 
kill them.  

4.. I used to have a handle on life, but it broke.  

 A little guy is sitting at the bar just staring at 

his drink when a large, trouble-making bikie steps 
up next to him, grabs his drink, gulps it down in one 
swig and then turns to him with a menacing stare as 
if to say 'Well, - what‘re yer gonna do about it?'  

The little guy starts crying. 'Come on man I was just 
giving you a hard time', the bikie says, 'I didn't think 
you'd CRY. - I can't stand to see a man crying.'  

'This is the worst day of my life', says the little guy 
between sobs. 'I've got to admit it - I'm a complete 
failure -I just can't do anything right.'  

'I overslept and was late to an important meeting, - 
so my boss fired me. When I went to the parking lot, 
I found my car was stolen and I don't have any in-
surance. I left my wallet in the cab I took home. I 
found my wife in bed with the gardener - and then 
my own dog bit me.  

So I came to this bar to work up the courage to put 
an end to it all. I buy a drink - I drop my capsule in 
and sit here watching the poison dissolve - then you 
show up and drink the lot! ' 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Answer to I.Q. test: In all of the words listed, if you 
take the first letter, place it at the end of the word, 
and then spell the word backwards, it will be the 
same word.  

  


