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After 17 months as Smoke Signals Editor this is my first
editorial. Some things need to be expressed. | believe
there are certain obligations that belonging to a club
engenders.

Paying membership fees give certain basic entitlements.
But belonging surely involves loyalty and assistance
when needed. Now | know there are reasons some
members are not always able to give of their time when
club activities are announced. Some have been great
supporters in the past and perhaps feel they have “done
their bit”. Gratitude is expressed for this.

However “ just want to be a member and don’t want to
be involved in anything else” leaves much to be desired.

In response to the Smoke Signals notification fo the first
Field Day 2010 meeting to be held on the 10 Aug 2009,
8 people attended and 2 sent apologies. A greater
attendance would have been appreciated. Most of the
meeting was spent in general Field Day discussion with
a few excellent ideas arising.

Our Field Day (“OUR” meaning yours and mine) is
organised by a few people who are run off their feet for
most of the year to make it work successfully. We need
new people with fresh ideas to make the Field Day even
more successful

Come on guys, just a small offer of help would be
greatly appreciated. You may have ideas or suggestions
to make the Field Day an epic of enormous proportion.

Getting back to membership fees — They are very
reasonable! WHY? ... because they are subsidised by
the Field Day. It has been suggested that without the
Field Day the fees could go as high as $50 or even
higher.

The next Field Day meeting is Monday 7" September
7.30pm at the club house. Please come along with your
ideas, comments and support. Again, supper will be
provided.

For those who have other commitments that evening,
and wish to make a contribution of ideas and/or
suggestions, please do not hesitate to send an email to
the Club Secretary greg.james@internode.on.net

This encouragement would be greatly appreciated.

The Editor
Leonie Parker VK2LCP

President o Report

Last week was a very pleasant week spent in the "wilds"
of St Albans with the annual Shahzada Horse Enduro
Ride. Though it was a very busy time (out of bed by
0330hrs each morning) the relaxed, cooperative and
friendly atmosphere certainly helped the WICEN team to
survive. In fact it was such a good time that new
members of the team intend on making every effort to
attend Shahzada 2010.

On return to civilisation ( why ? ) | find the D-Star system
has been installed, a few problems having been sorted
out and is now almost fully operational. Thanks to Don
and lan for their efforts ( my apologies if | have missed
anyone.)

We are looking for ways to revitalise the CCARC, eg. the
Clubrooms being opened every Saturday being one
successful idea.

Several further ideas have been expressed and are yet
to be placed in motion though one, regarding our
business meetings, has been placed in motion on a trial
basis.

The next few business meetings are to be held at
Kariong on the first Saturday of each month starting
at 1400hrs.

The idea and hope being to make it easier for
members who do not wish to travel at night to be
reinvolved in club decisions and activities

Warning, if you turn up at the clubrooms on Friday 4th
September you may be rather short of company. See
front cover of this month's Smoke Signals.

Our Field Day 2010 is starting to roll, the deposit for use
of Wyong Race Course being paid and several
applications from traders and exhibitors being received.

Committee meetings will be held at the clubrooms on the
Monday nights following the business meetings.

If you have any idea/s that could help to improve our
Field Day please consider yourself welcome to attend so
the idea/s can be presented for discussion.

Remember, the CCARC and the Field Day are only as
good as you make them.

73s
de
Col, VK2ZCO

From the Editor
Articles desperately required.

Any ideas, suggestions for articles, photos of interest,
practically anything (that isn’t copyright) will be gratefully
received. Please send any articles for publication to the
Smoke Signals Editor:

By Email: - smokesignalseditor@fsparker.com.au.

Membership Application

An application for membership has been received from
Paul Anthony Thorne of Kariong.

The application will be considered by the Committee at
our September meeting and the application fully consid-
ered at our October Meeting.

Greg James VK2GRJ Secretary
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Deep Beep Beep

On the night of the 4th October 1957, the event that shocked the population of the world,
especially those in the USA, was the sound of the Russian SPUTNIK, (deep beep beep), this
= d was repeated every 10 seconds. This event did change our world forever.

The Sputnik weighed 83 kgs, a sphere about 550 mm diameter, made of polished stainless steel.

The staff of President Dwight Eisenhower requested the A.R.R.L. and the radio "hams" to notify when the government
when the satellite passed over head so the government could plot the track of Sputnik and locate the launch pad. It also
allowed the government to calculate the speed, weight and height of the satellite.

The Space race had begun.

The USA experts have stated that the arrival of Sputnik created as much apprehension as Pearl Harbour did to the
population. The destruction of the Twin Towers in New York only created about 15% apprehension to the people as did
Sputnik and Pearl Harbour.

Submitted by Ray VK2HAY.( | did actually heard Sputnik because we owned a very good AM radio.)

All Juiced Up and Ready to Go

The compact powerful batteries needed to create viable electric cars are tantalisingly
close, but which of the competing options will become the next power player?

Picture the scene: In downtown New York City, all-electric cars glide through the streets in a
zero-emission transport revolution. Polluting, inefficient gasoline and diesel vehicles are nowhere
to be seen—or heard. The only things getting in the way of these smooth noiseless vehicles are the horse-drawn trams.

That'’s right, we are talking about the past. The electric car had its heyday over a century ago. Its brief reign came to an
end in 1912, when gasoline powered Cadillacs began to come fitted with starter motors. That did away with the
inconvenient crank handle needed to get their engines going, and they could run for 100 miles or more on a tank of fuel.
The all-electric car’s battery would run out before reaching the city limits. It was no contest.

Now, in the first decade of the 21st century, history is about to go into reverse. The climate crisis is prompting thoughts
of an all electric economy, of which electric cars will be a vital part. The idea has been taking shape in engineering labs
and on the roads for a while and now fresh impetus is finally coming from on high. In May, the U.S. Government set
aside $2billion for developing advanced battery manufacturing methods and $400 million towards the electrification of
transport.

Our dependency on oil is dangerous and short sighted. U.S. Energy secretary Stephen Chu wrote in Newsweek in April,
“We must move toward running new vehicles on electricity and to generate that electricity from clean, renewable sources
like solar4 and wind power.” There’s just one obstacle remaining—and that’s the same one that stalled the electric car
100 years ago. “In the end, it all comes down to the lowly battery,” says Donald Sadoway, who studies materials
chemistry at Massachusetts Institute of Technology. Although batteries have been around for more than 200 years,
precious little research effort has gone into improving them. That’s changing fast. A combination of new computer
modelling techniques, innovative thinking and this well timed injection of cash are set to transform battery technology.

We are poised for an important step change. The lead-acid batteries are essentially unchanged from the first
rechargeable, invented by French physicist Gaston Plante in 1859. Some improvements are sealed cells and those
which do not require topping up with distilled water and come with a 3 years warranty. Nickel-cadmium cells, which were
invited in 1899, hold significantly more energy than a lead-acid battery of the same size. Even better ate nickel-metal
hydride introduced in 1989, which increased their energy density by a further factor of nearly 3. The weight of the battery
is also a problem, and here the biggest leap forward came when Sony jumped on the emerging lithium-ion technology to
power its digital cameras. Lithium is the light4st of all the metals, and so offers a huge weight advantage in comparison
to lead and other metal used in battery electrodes. Li-ion batteries went on sale in consumer products in 1991 and still
offer the highest commercially available energy density in terms of watt hours per kilogram. It is the batter of all-electric
vehicles, though scaling them up to provide the necessary power brings a new set of problems. The compactness of Li-
ion batteries makes the heat generated during the charge and discharge a potential problem, however, car makers have
to find ways to dissipate it. Also, manufacturing flaws such as loose metal particles that pierce the separator between
electrodes can create a short circuit that can cause the batteries to catch fire.

Car manufacturers must consider the cost as there are plenty of cars below the $25,000 figure. 98% of the investment in
effort and cash is going into the search for incremental improvements to Li-ion batteries. It will be interesting to note
whether super capacitors are brought into the research and development in the next few years ...

- submitted by Paul VK2SPC
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The Cash Book

| thank my mother that she trained me in the correct use of money, she showed me that money was a tool and if | used it
correctly it would be of great help and if used unwisely it could cause me havoc.

One day during my primary school days she introduced me to the cash book. | was
given a black covered note book which she had ruled up as a cash book on the left
side was income and on the other side expenditure and to complete the exercise | was
promised the large sum of nine pence a week to do with what | liked, provided | bal-
anced my books each week, then | would receive the next payment.

Because | was nine years old | received that amount | could hardly wait to turn ten.

Occasionally | received special sums for Birthdays, etc or for special jobs around the
house these had to be accounted for in my book. | soon got into the habit of knowing
exactly how much money | had at any time, | was able to plan my trips to buy Radio
Components from Price’s Radio House in Sydney.

| had been travelling by train on my own or taking my little brother Peter with me to
Grandma’s place at Croydon ever since we moved to Berala, so it was no big deal for
me to go to Sydney on my own.

| could handle money, | knew my way around and had all the self assurance of some-
one a lot older, | gather it was because | was such a sticky-beak and | always asked
lots and lots of questions to which | expected adults to answer truthfully if not | would
keep it up until to get rid of me they told me what | wanted to know, it is surprising
what one can learn with this method and learn | did.

- submitted by Bruce VK2ZAD

THE WEIGHT OF WATER

A professor began his class by holding up a glass with some water in it. He held it up for all to see and S——
asked the students, “how much do you think this glass weighs? ‘50gms!’?...’100gms..."125gms’....

The students answered, “I really don’t know unless | weigh it.” {-- —
The professor said, ‘now, my question is: What would happen if | held it up like this for a few minutes?’

Nothing’ the students said.

“OK what would happen if | held it up like this for an hour?” the professor asked.
“Your arm would begin to ache” said one of the students.

“You're right, now what would happen if | held it for a day?”

“Your arm could go numb; you might have severe muscle stress & paralysis; have to go to hospital for sure! Ventured
another student”, all the students laughed.

“Very good. But during all this, did the weight of the glass change?” Asked the professor.
“No” was the reply of all the students.

“Then what caused the arm to ache; the muscle to stress?” After a pause the professor asked “Before my arm aches
what should | do?”

The students were puzzled.
“Put the glass down!” said one of the students.

“Exactly!” said the professor, “Life’s problems are exactly like this. Hold it for a few minutes in your head; they seem OK.
Think of them for a long time; they begin to ache. Hold it even longer; they begin to paralyse you. You will not be able to
do anything.”

It's important to think of the challenges (problems) in your life, but EVEN MORE IMPORTANT to ‘put them down’ at the
end of every day before you go to sleep. That way, you are not stressed, you wake up every day fresh; strong; can han-
dle any issue, any challenge that comes your way!

Remember to put the glass down everyday!
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= Repeaten Repont

The D-Star repeaters, Controller and Gateway computer positions on the old rack have been drilled and
tapped.

Support shelves mounted under the repeaters, Gateway computer and monitor, Repeater modules
Cmm3 o oUnted, coax cables run and terminated.

-—)—
|

-
/

Power circuit breakers mounted and power applied to the D-Star controller and repeaters.

Tests with Analogue radio’s need to be done to check for desense and interference as there are NO test facilities on the
D-Star repeaters, only a Power ON / OFF switch.

The VHF voice Repeater 146.725 has had a 91.5 Hz CTCSS decoder added to it’s receiver so that users can change
their radio’s CTCSS encoders before the removal of 123 Hz decoder from the repeater.

Don VK2zCz
Repeater Chairman, CCARC Inc.

Hope this makes you smile ... EVER WONDER where we are headed

Why the sun lightens our hair, but darkens our skin?

Why women can't put on mascara  with their mouth closed?

Why you don't ever see the headline: 'Psychic Wins Lottery'?

Why ‘abbreviated' is such a long word?

Why Doctors call what they do 'practice'?

Why you have to click on 'Start' to stop Windows 98

Why lemon juice is made with artificial flavour, while dishwashing liquid is made with real lemons?
Why the man who invests all your money is called a 'Broker'?

Why there isn't mouse flavoured cat food?

Who tastes dog food when it has a 'new & improved' flavour?

Why Noah didn't swat those two mosquitoes?

Why they don't make the whole plane out of the material used for the indestructible black box?
Why sheep don't shrink when it rains?

Why they are called apartments when they are all stuck together?
If con is the opposite of pro, is Congress the opposite of progress?
Why they call the airport 'the terminal’ if flying is so safe?

AND...

In case you need further proof that the human race is doomed because of stupidity, here are
some actual label instructions on consumer goods.

On a Myer hairdryer: 'Do not use while sleeping'.

(Darn, and that's the only time | have to work on my hair).

On a bag of Chips:  You could be a winner!  No purchase necessary. Details inside.
(The shoplifter special?)

On a bar of Palmolive soap:  'Directions:  Use like regular soap'.

(And that would be how???)

On some frozen dinners:  'Serving suggestion:  Defrost'.

(But, it's just a suggestion).

On Nanna's Tiramisu dessert  (printed on bottom):  'Do not turn upside down'.
(Well...duh, a bit late, huh)!

On Marks & Spencer Bread Pudding:  'Product will be hot after heating'.

(And you thought???27?...)

On packaging fora K - Martiron: 'Do not iron clothes on body'.

(But wouldn't this save me more time?)



